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of the ship's sails in a calm; but it afterwards
appeared that it was in every sense a sacrifice,
from the peculiar marks oT which our future fate
was to be augured. If the flame burnt clear
and bright, so as to be distinguished plainly
through the thick smoke of the damp straw, if it
continued unextinguished until the fuel became
a heap of ashes, and if it returned not again to
the vessel, but drifted in some other course, all
these were to be so many proofs that the fire
thus kindled should triumph over the element
on which it floated, and that the god to whom
it ascended had heard our prayers, and would
not suffer that element to witness our destruc-
tion. Every omen was favourable, the mat
floated from us from the mere impulse with
which it was pushed from the ship, and the heat
of the flame was sufficient, amid the stillness of
the calm, to attract around it a sensible motion
of the colder air so as to feed the fire till most
of-the fuel was consumed.
The j.oy of every one was not only extreme^
but almost as boisterous as their rage and dis-
appointment on the preceding day j and to
crown the whole, in less than an hour afterwards,
the glassy surface of the waters began to be ruf-
fled by light airs from the south and from the
west.
At noon it had  strengthened into  a fresh
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